GCSE 2009 Specification Comparison


OCR A Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	A671: Extreme Environments
	Study of two contrasting extreme environments; Desert AND polar OR mountain.
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour exam.  Two questions on deserts plus two on the other chosen extreme environment. 

	A672: You as a Global Citizen
	Task 1 – Investigate how consumer decisions may have a positive or negative impact on people.

Task 2 – Investigate a local retail area (how sustainable is it and how could its sustainability be improved in future?)
	25% (50 marks) controlled assessment task.  1,000 words per piece, at least one of which must involve primary data collection.  Any presentation format (poster, report, poem, video, journal etc.).

	A673: Similarities and Differences
	Study of a location in the UK (‘your place’) and one non-UK city or region.
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour exam.  Answer all 4 questions.

	A674: Shaping our fast changing world
	Candidates will deal with identifying issues, effects and possible future scenarios of global concern – based on pre-release material (3 months prior to exam).  Also tests synopticity and skills. 
	25% (50 marks) computer based test.  Answer all three questions.


All units available June only from 2010, apart from unit A674 which is only available from 2011.  
**Lengthy markscheme for internally assessed unit A672.

OCR B Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	B561: Sustainable Decision Making
	Based on pre-release material linked to one of the 4 key themes on a revolving basis – see specification.
	25% (40 marks) 1 hour DME paper.  Answer all questions based on pre-release material.

	B562: Geographical Enquiry
	1. Fieldwork Focus: Focuses on the key themes and requires collection of primary data to answer a question of hypothesis following 4 stages of enquiry: setting the scene, method of data collection, data presentation and analysis, evaluation and conclusion.
2. Issues Analysis: choice from 9 topics; disease, trade, ecosystems, sport, fashion, energy, fishing, crime, tourism.  Choice of two titles for each topic.  The report covers; the location, causes, effects, the future. 
	25% (60 marks) controlled assessment of two pieces of work set by OCR which change annually.

	B563: Key Geographical Themes
	Theme 1: Rivers and Coasts
Theme 2: Population and Settlement

Theme 3: Natural Hazards

Theme 4: Economic Development

(One theme is assessed in Unit B561 and the other three in this unit on a revolving basis – see specification).
	50% (60 marks) 1.5 hour exam.  Answer one question from two in each of three sections. 


All units available in January and June from 2010.

Markscheme for controlled assessment has large mark boundaries – potentially difficult to mark?

**Implications for fieldwork if topic/title changes annually – difficult to book field centres.
AQA A Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Physical Geography
	Section A:
· The restless earth

· Rocks, resources and Scenery

· Challenge of weather and climate

· Living world

Section B:

· Water on the land

· Ice on the land

· The coastal zone
	37.5% written exam (1.5 hours).  Answer three questions, at least one from each section plus one other.
Available from June 2010.

	2: Human Geography
	Section A:

· Population change

· Changing urban environments

· Changing rural environments

Section B:

· The development gap

· Globalisation

· Tourism
	37.5% written exam (1.5 hours).  Answer three questions, at least one from each section plus one other.
Available from June 2011.

	Controlled Assessment 1 OR 2
	1. Local fieldwork investigation (marked out of 60, max. Word limit 2,500.  6 hours write-up time) from titles provided by AQA.
2. Local fieldwork investigation (15% of GCSE, marked out of 30, max. Word limit 1,500.  4 hours write-up time) from titles provided by AQA AND Global geographical issue (10% of GCSE, marked out of 30, max. Word limit 1,000.  5 hour write-up time) from task provided by AQA.
	25% (option 1 = 6 hours, option 2 = 9 hours)


AQA B Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Hostile World
	Section A: Living with Natural Hazards OR
Section B: The Challenge of Extreme Environments
	25% (1 hour) written exam.
January and June from January 2010.

	2: Shrinking World
	Section A: The Globalisation of Industry OR
Section B: Global Tourism
	20% (1 hour) written exam.

January and June from June 2010.

	3: Managing Places and Resources in the 21st Century
	Section A: The Coastal Environment OR
Section B: The Urban Environment AND
Section C: Energy in the 21st Century OR

Section D: Water – A Precious Resource
	30% (1 hour 15 minutes) written exam.

June availability from 2011.

	Controlled Assessment 1 OR 2
	1. Local fieldwork investigation (marked out of 60, max. Word limit 2,500.  6 hours write-up time) from titles provided by AQA.

2. Local fieldwork investigation (15% of GCSE, marked out of 30, max. Word limit 1,500.  4 hours write-up time) from titles provided by AQA AND Global geographical issue (10% of GCSE, marked out of 30, max. Word limit 1,000.  5 hour write-up time) from task provided by AQA.
	25% (option 1 = 6 hours, option 2 = 9 hours)


WJEC A Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Core Geography
	Section A: The Physical World
1. Water: River Processes and landforms AND Managing Rivers

2. Climate Change: Causes and effects AND Reducing its impact

3. Living in an active zone: Hazards at plate margins AND Reducing the risk

Section B: A Global World
1. Changing Populations: World Population Distribution AND Future changes in distribution and structure
2. Interdependence: trends in globalisation AND impacts of globalisation

3. Development: measuring patterns of development AND achieving the Millennium Development Goals
	40% (90 marks) 1.5 hours written paper. 6 questions, one from each theme.
Available June only from 2010.

	2: Options (choose one human, one physical plus one other)
	Section A: Physical Options
1. Our changing coastline – coastal processes and landforms, managing coasts, future coastlines

2. Weather and climate – climate patterns in the UK, weather hazards, reducing the risk

3. Living things – the living planet, management, alternative futures

Section B: Human Options

1. Tourism – the changing nature of tourism, the impact of tourism, sustainable growth of tourism
2. Retail and urban change – the changing city centre, changing patterns of retailing, alternative futures

3. Economic change and Wales – current patterns of work and employment, future employment, future energy for Wales
	35% (60 marks) 1.5 hours written paper. 3 questions, 1 human, 1 physical plus one other.
Available June only from 2011.

	3: Controlled assessment
	1. The geographical enquiry (10%) is based on fieldwork presented as a short report.
2. A problem-solving/decision-making research exercise (15%) presented in a form chosen by the candidate based on one of the optional themes.

A list of titles is published by the board each year.
	25% controlled assessment comprising a DME (15%) and an enquiry based on fieldwork (10%).


WJEC B Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Core Content
	Three themes:

1. Challenges of living in a built environment

2. People and the natural world interactions

3. People, Work and Development
	45% (75 marks) written paper (Higher = 1.75 hour exam, Foundation = 1.5 hour exam).  Three questions, one on each theme, choice of case study for each.

	2: Problem solving
	Cross-unit problem solving exercise.
	30% (60 marks) written paper (1.5 hours).

	3: Controlled Assessment 
	Enquiry based on fieldwork presented as an illustrated report (15%) AND a report on an issue of concern (10%) which may be presented in a method chosen by the student.
	25% (50 marks).  Tasks are published annually, the same task cannot be used in consecutive years – implications for fieldwork?


Linear assessment?

EDEXCEL A Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Geographical skills and challenges
	Section A: Geographical skills (cartographic, graphical, geographical enquiry, ICT and GIS skills) AND
Section B: Challenges for the Planet (climate change and sustainable development)
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour written exam. 

January and June from January 2010.

	2: The Natural Environment
	Students to complete one optional topic from each section:

Section A: The Physical World
· Coastal landscapes

· River landscapes

· Glaciated landscapes

· Tectonic landscapes

Section B: Environmental Issues

· A wasteful world

· A watery world
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour written exam.
January and June from January 2010.

	3: The Human Environment
	Students to complete one optional topic from each section:

Section A: The Human World

· Industrial change

· Farming and the countryside

· Settlement change

· Population change

Section B: People Issues

· A moving world

· A tourists world
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour written exam.

January and June from January 2010.

	4: Investigating geography
	Fieldwork investigation and report on a task provided by Edexcel on one of the following themes; Coasts; contemporary; countryside; environmental; rivers; tourism; transport; urban areas.  One task will be set per theme and changed annually (published online).
Edexcel advise around 20 hours classroom time and a day in the field for data collection (around 10 weeks curriculum time).
	25% (50 marks) controlled assessment.

June series only from 2010.


EDEXCEL B Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Dynamic Planet
	Section A: Introduction to the Dynamic Planet
· Restless Earth

· Climate and Change

· Battle for the Biosphere

· Water World

Section B: Small Scale Dynamic Planet – ONE from:

· Coastal change OR
· River Processes and Pressures

Section C: Large Scale Dynamic Planet – ONE from:

· Oceans on the edge OR 
· Extreme Climates
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour written exam. Section A = 32 marks, B and C are 9 marks each.
January and June from January 2010.

	2: People and the Planet
	Section A: Introduction to People and the Planet

· Population Dynamics

· Consuming Resources

· Living Spaces

· Making a Living

Section B: Small Scale People and the Planet – ONE from:

· Changing cities OR
· Changing countryside

Section C: Large Scale People and the Planet – ONE from:

· Development dilemmas OR 
· World at work
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour written exam. Section A = 32 marks, B and C are 9 marks each.

January and June from January 2010.

	3: Making Geographical Decisions
	Theme released two years in advance of the examination.  Pre-release material available in January online, hard copies in February.  The paper will assess students’ ability to make and justify decisions based on material provided. It includes the pressures (conflicts), players and options that are involved in making geographical decisions and related to sustainable development and environmental issues.
	25% (50 marks) 1 hour written exam.

June series only from 2010.
Most likely to be assessed at the end of Y11 as knowledge, understanding and skills will be derived from Units 1 and 2 as well as from the materials.  

	4: Researching Geography
	Fieldwork investigation and report on a task provided by Edexcel on one of the following themes; Rivers, Coasts, Countryside, Cities.  Two tasks will be set per theme and changed annually (published online).

Edexcel advise around 20 hours classroom time and a day in the field for data collection (around 10 weeks curriculum time).
	25% (50 marks) controlled assessment.

June series only from 2010.


CCEA Specification
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment

	1: Understanding our Natural World
	Section A: The Dynamic Landscape (rivers and coasts) AND
Section B: Our Changing Weather and Climate OR 
Section C: The Restless Earth
	37.5% (75 marks) 1.25 hour exam.  Available summer only.

	2: Living in Our World
	Section A: People and Where they live AND
Section B: Contrasts in World Development OR 
Section C: Managing our resources
	37.5% (75 marks) 1.25 hour exam.  Available summer only.

	3: Controlled Assessment
	1,200 word report based on fieldwork.  Broad areas of investigation provided by CCEA.
	25% to be replaced every three years.
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